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Do you need a tree removed but every quote feels high? It’s one of the hardest realities of being 
a homeowner – care and upkeep for your property can involve expensive costs like tree removal 
– especially in rural North Carolina. We’re blessed with flourishing forests and scenic views but 
those beautiful trees that surround our homes can suddenly become an unexpected liability.  



At Big Axe Tree Service we offer competitive quotes for professional tree felling, tree removal 
and land clearing services. We can advise you on whether a tree actually needs to come down, 
the safest way to do it, and work with you to get you a fair and affordable quote. 

If you’re unsure what a fair price is, this guide explores the price range you can expect for tree 
removal in North Carolina and factors that could affect that price. 

How Much Does it Cost To Cut a Tree Down in North Carolina? 
Tree removal cost in North Carolina is usually a bit below the national average. Here’s a 
breakdown of what you can expect based on a tree’s size: 

Small Tree (Under 30 feet): $150 - 515 

Medium Tree (30-60 feet): $400 - $1310 

Large Tree (60-80 feet): $700 - $2,800 

Very Large (80+ feet): $1000 - $5000+ 

Most standard residential jobs in North Carolina land somewhere between a few hundred 
dollars and around $2,000. The average homeowner often pays in the $700 range for a typical 
medium tree. 

In the Wilkesboro / Wilkes County area specifically, small-tree removals commonly fall in the 
$480–$610 range. These numbers will change based on other factors like your property 
conditions or the tree’s health. 

Key Factors That Affect Tree Removal Cost 
Your tree’s size is a major factor, but it’s not the only one. Let’s look at some of the most 
common factors that will affect your tree removal: 

Tree size and height 

Tall trees often require specialized equipment like buckets, cranes or even a man lift to safely 
remove sections before felling the tree. A 25-foot ornamental tree is a completely different job 
from a 70-foot oak. 

Location and accessibility 

Is the tree that needs to be removed right next to your house, squeezed between a fence and 
building, or near a powerline? Tight spaces require a little extra time and careful rigging before 
bringing the tree down – all of this can raise the price. 

https://www.bigaxetreeservice.com/service-page/professional-tree-felling
https://www.bigaxetreeservice.com/service-page/tree-removal
https://www.bigaxetreeservice.com/service-page/land-clearing-and-land-management
https://costperproject.com/tree-removal-cost-calculator/north-carolina


Tree condition and health  

Dead trees, or diseased trees that are rotting from the inside can be unpredictable. They might 
need to be removed section by section. 

Trees that have already fallen because of a storm, or are leaning in dangerous ways create 
more risk and require strategic work to remove. 

These factors drive up the overall cost. 

One time the Big Axe Tree Service Team removed a massively dangerous tree that was leaning 
over a house. We got the job done with multiple rigging lines and lots of careful work, but the 
extra tools and time involved ultimately influenced the cost.  

Species and wood density  

Hardwoods like oak, maple, or hickory are denser and take longer to cut and chip than softer 
pines or poplars. 

Additional services like debris removal or stump grinding 

Stump grinding, hauling away all the debris, or emergency after-hours work almost always add 
to the base removal price. 

This is where you get to control the cost of your tree removal the most. While tree service 
companies normally offer everything from stump grinding to debris removal, you’re the 
homeowner. You get to make the call whether you want to include those services. 

If you choose to remove the debris or grind the stump yourself, a competitive tree removal 
service will adjust their quote to offer a lower price.  

How to Get Affordable Tree Removal Quotes in Wilkesboro NC 

You don’t have to just accept the first number you’re given. Here’s what local homeowners can 
do to keep costs under control: 

●​ Get at least three written quotes from insured, local companies. 

●​ Ask exactly what’s included (Cleanup? Hauling? Stump grinding?). 

●​ Mention if you have multiple trees that can be done in one visit — many companies offer 
better pricing for volume. 

●​ Provide clear photos (with a height reference if possible) when requesting estimates. 

●​ Ask about off-season timing or flexible scheduling, which sometimes lowers the price. 



●​ Verify insurance and licensing. The cheapest quote isn’t a bargain if the crew isn’t 
properly covered. 

Extra Costs Homeowners Often Overlook 

Even a solid base quote can grow once these items appear: 

●​ Stump grinding: Usually $100–$500+ depending on diameter. Almost never included in 
the basic removal price. 

●​ Debris hauling: Some companies leave the wood; others haul everything. Clarify this up 
front. 

●​ Emergency or storm work: Can cost 20 to 30 percent more. 

●​ Permits: Check with the Town of Wilkesboro or Wilkes County if your tree is large or in a 
regulated area. Regulated trees require a permit before removal. Contact the town 
administrator to obtain a permit and find out about any other conditions that may be 
involved. 

Bottom Line for Wilkesboro Homeowners 
The good news is that tree removal in Wilkesboro and Wilkes County is often more affordable 
than larger North Carolina metro areas. The final price you’ll be quoted still depends on things 
like size, access and what services are included in the quote.  

Now that you’re armed with info from this guide you’re in a strong position to gather quotes from 
contractors. 

Ready to get accurate and affordable local quotes? 

Contact two or three licensed tree services for estimates this week. Use the ranges and 
questions in this guide to evaluate whether the numbers you’re hearing make sense — and 
keep more money in your pocket. 

At Big Axe Tree Service we offer free on-site estimates and competitive pricing. Contact us 
today for a quote through this form on our website or call us at 336-990-1336. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/wilkesboro/latest/wilkesboro_nc/0-0-0-11075
https://wilkesboronc.org/images/documents/TownGovt/Tree-Ordinance-Updated-2010.pdf
https://wilkesboronc.org/images/documents/TownGovt/Tree-Ordinance-Updated-2010.pdf
http://bigaxetreeservice.com
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